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deficit; Finance Minister 
wants to see less spending
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Langara statistics student Tanille Geib has conducted a study measuring the masturbation 
habits of 80 Langara students. (Photo is a nod to Annie Leibovitz.) For the full story see Page 3.
Anti-flame chemicals have 
been banned in some coun-
tries but are still legal here
LOVING ONE’S SELF: LANGARA STUDENTS COME CLEAN
By RICHARD HODGES
G
ranville Street and the Granville 
Street Bridge were briefly shut 
down yesterday in a brazen hos-
tage-taking at a 7-Eleven loca-
tion, and eyewitness Dustin Barrett 
told The Voice what he saw. 
“I was on Granville and saw a man 
walk into the 7-Eleven and he had a 
knife about a foot long that he put to 
the throat of the woman and then 
locked themselves into a back room,” 
Barrett said. 
“About 20 cop cars showed up, in-
cluding EMTs and an ambulance and a 
fire truck. I had no idea why a fire truck 
was there until a lady who was in the 
store told me the guy had doused her in 
gasoline.”
According to VPD Const. Brian Mon-
tague, a 37-year-old man entered the 
store around 11:30 a.m. and took a fe-
male employee hostage, threatening 
her with a large knife. 
The man, who is not known to police, 
proceeded to pour lighter fluid on the 
employee before taking her to a back 
room and threatening to light her on 
fire. Police believe the two had a previ-
ous relationship.
Montague said that police negotia-
tors managed to convince the man to 
release the hostage and he surren-
dered to police shortly after. The victim 
was transported to hospital an hour af-
ter the incident occurred with minor 
injuries. 
Other witnesses on the scene de-
scribed police officers smashing secu-
rity cameras inside the store in what 
Montague called a preventative mea-
sure. 
“That was done so the man inside, or 
others potentially involved, could not 
see police entering so the security cam-
eras were taken out so that police could 
enter safely,” Montague said. “In any 
situation like this that occurs quickly 
we’re not sure how many people are in-
volved so in the utmost of caution we 
will presume there are others in the 
store.” 
Exclusive:
By AnnIE EllISOn
As revenues continue to drop, the B.C. government will attempt to balance an estimated $1.47 billion 
deficit by February through a public 
service hiring freeze, cuts to travel ex-
penses and discretionary spending.
The second quarterly report re-
leased by Finance Minister Mike De 
Jong Wednesday in Victoria indicates 
that all ministries except health and 
education will see spending cuts. 
“The objective is to balance the bud-
get next year,” said De Jong. “We’ve 
got about $200 million to $300 million of 
work to do.” 
De Jong said struggling European 
and U.S. markets as well as reduced 
revenues from gas and coal are to 
blame for the deficit B.C. now faces.  
B.C. director of the Canadian Tax-
payers’ Federation Jordan Bateman 
says the situation is a result of trigger-
happy spending, not commodity prices. 
“It’s a spending problem, not a reve-
nue problem,” says Bateman. 
Roughly six cents of every taxpayer 
dollar spent on the deficit goes to inter-
est, he said. 
Bateman points to five years of sur-
pluses from 2004-09. Although gas pric-
es have been dropping since 2008, the 
Liberals continued to ramp up spend-
ing, he said.
 “Christy can’t jet around the prov-
ince handing out $1 million cheques 
and expect to stay in the black.” 
Langara economics instructor Scott 
McLean says in many respects, reve-
nues are out of the government’s con-
trol and it is difficult to trim spending. 
“They don’t set prices of world mar-
kets,” he said. 
Given the B.C. government’s legal 
commitment to a balanced budget by 
2013, it’s necessary to cut spending, 
says McLean. 
De Jong said that B.C. is in far less 
financial trouble than other provinces.
“We’re having a conversation about 
hundreds of millions. Ontario has a 
$16-billion deficit,” he said. 
However, De Jong was vague on ex-
actly how to achieve balanced books, or 
the cost. 
For example, he called the $15-mil-
lion campaign to encourage more 
young people to pursue trades jobs “ap-
propriate and worth pursuing.”
De Jong would not comment on pro-
jected campaign spending for the 2013 
provincial election but confirmed that 
the HST will be succeeded by that old 
familiar PST. 
By JUlES KnOX
Your couch might not be as safe as you think. A recent study released in the 
Environmental Science and Technolo-
gy journal suggests flame retardant in 
your couch may be linked to low birth 
weights, child development issues, hor-
mone imbalances and potentially can-
cer. 
PBDEs, or polybrominated diphenyl 
ethers, are the primary ingredient in 
some flame-retardants and are found 
in everything from couches to nursing 
pillows. Traces of the substance have 
also been found in mothers’ breast 
milk. 
He also noted that many substances 
in this chemical family have been 
banned in countries around the world. 
“What a terrible indictment of our 
consumer safety laws that simply sit-
ting on a couch can result in the accu-
mulation of toxic chemicals in our bod-
ies,” Smith said.
Kelly Sveinson, a Langara chemistry 
instructor, thinks PBDEs should be 
banned. 
“In this particular case, the benefits 
are low because the quantities that are 
put into retail goods are not sufficient 
to make any real dent in its flammabil-
ity,” said Sveinson. “The benefits don’t 
outweigh the risks.”
According to Health Canada’s web-
site, PBDEs can slowly be released 
from products because they aren’t 
chemically bound into the material. 
The website also says that some mate-
rials like wool are naturally flame-re-
tardant. 
For consumers concerned about 
their furniture, Ayshana Saeed, the 
manager of Quality Sofamakers, says 
that her store doesn’t use flame retar-
dants. 
“We have our own workshop,” she 
said. “We make sure that there’s noth-
ing harmful that we use, no chemicals.” 
1	 Found in everything 
from building mate-
rials to electronics 
to motor vehicles
2	 Among other 
things, have been 
found to reduce 
fertility in humans
3	 Some restrictions 
exist under the 
Stockholm Conven-
tion 
4	 Canadian foods 
like salmon, butter, 
beef, and cheese 
have high levels
5	 EU has banned 
PBDEs in electronic 
and electric devices
Source: Wikipedia
	
PBDEs
the facts
By ANNIE ELLISON
For the first time ever, the current Conservative caucus is split over a private member’s bill in the House 
of Commons. 
Bill C-279, put forward by NDP Public 
Safety and LGBT critic Randall Garri-
son, will make discrimination against 
transgendered people illegal in Cana-
da.  
Executive director of the queer re-
source centre Qmunity, Dara Parker, 
says adverse reactions to the bill are 
representative of peoples’ limited, bi-
nary understanding of gender. 
Parker says gender-neutral wash-
rooms are necessary because standard 
washrooms can be dangerous spaces 
for transgendered people. 
“We’re about 20 years behind with 
trans rights compared to the gay rights 
movement,” she said. 
Dr. Adrian Edgar is one of only five 
trans MDs in Canada. 
“This bill has to pass,” he said. Edgar 
admits he is lucky that his chosen gen-
der identity is congruent with his ap-
pearance. 
That “luck” is much more common 
for transmen than transwomen, who 
often face discrimination and isolation 
because they do not easily blend in 
with other women. 
When Edgar began identifying as 
gender queer and credentials involving 
trans and LGBT health began to domi-
nate his resume, his funding dried up.  
The main issue for Edgar is that gen-
der diversity is not protected under 
Canada’s Charter of Rights and Free-
doms while race, religion, speech, sexu-
al orientation and gender are. 
“Someone could say to my face that 
they’re transphobic and there’s noth-
ing I could do about it,” said Edgar. 
There is no official recourse for prej-
udice of this nature. Because of this dis-
crimination, many transgendered peo-
ple struggle to find work and resort to 
high-risk occupations such as prostitu-
tion. 
New Westminster Liberal MLA can-
didate Hector Bremner supports the 
bill. 
“It’s a common sense policy piece 
and I hope all the parties support it,” he 
said. 
Bremner participated in the Trans-
gender Day of Remembrance last week 
in honor of January Marie Lapuz, a 
transgendered woman from New West-
minster who was killed in September. 
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Combating 
gang activity 
in the Lower 
Mainland 
Surrey Safe Schools 
program looks into why 
kids join gangs and what 
can be done to solve the 
problem
By KEVIN HAMPSON
Gang violence made the news this week when Sukh Dhak and his bodyguard Thomas Mantel were 
gunned down Monday at the Executive 
Hotel in Burnaby.
Youths who get involved in gangs in 
the Lower Mainland are often from 
wealthy families and are accustomed 
to being pampered and not having to 
work for rewards, according to Rob 
Rai, director of the Surrey Safe Schools 
program.
“Google Clayton Rouche. Google the 
Bacon brothers. Their parents were 
small business owners,” Rai said.
Rai said that by contrast, gangs in 
the United States attract youths be-
cause of a lack of economic opportuni-
ties.
In the Lower Mainland, much of the 
problem comes down to parenting, Rai 
said.
“These individuals have been given 
everything they wanted and become 
accustomed to getting instant gratifica-
tion,” he said. 
Rai added that when their class-
mates begin plotting a career path, 
these kids realize that their C- average 
won’t get them anywhere and become 
disillusioned and frustrated. 
Rai said that a major problem facing 
the program is that kids in the Lower 
Mainland often regard crime positive-
ly. 
“There’s a badge of honour” at-
tached to being in a gang, he said.
The guys in his program have a “cool 
factor” that kids respect, Rai said, add-
ing that some of them are former pro-
fessional athletes, while others are 
plain-clothed cops. 
“What they all have in common is an 
uncanny ability to connect with kids,” 
Rai said.
Similar programs are in place in 
schools across Vancouver, according to 
Kurt Heinrich, Vancouver School 
Board spokesman.
A VPD liaison is posted at every 
Vancouver secondary school to build 
rapport with students, help with en-
forcement and share information to 
prevent youth being preyed on.
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Convention delegates joined striking workers from B.C.’s public sector for a public rally yesterday. They marched from the Vancouver 
Convention Centre to the Vancouver Art Gallery.
By MICHAEL LETENDRE
B
ritish Columbia is under-educat-
ed and it is affecting our quality 
of life, said B.C. NDP Leader 
Adrian Dix.
Dix spoke to a crowd of about 1,500 
union members at the BC Federation of 
Labour convention. His message was 
that the people of B.C. need more train-
ing and more education.
 “Eighty-eight per cent of the jobs in 
the future require post-secondary edu-
cation, and they are principally the 
good jobs. And we are nowhere near 
that level of education,” Dix said.
Dix also spoke on the need for more 
apprenticeship programs for trade 
workers. “We need to take steps now to 
address that. There needs to be more 
training spaces and unions need to be-
come part of that process.”
Dix also addressed the rising cost of 
post-secondary education.
“I think it’s wrong in an economy to 
get so many jobs say that you have to 
have post-secondary education in an 
economy and then to preclude people 
from going for economic reasons,” he 
said.
He argued that post-secondary edu-
cation should be a realistic option for 
everyone.
The NDP’s plan for helping B.C. stu-
dents would be paid for by reinstating a 
minimum tax on financial institutions.
“I believe nobody should be denied 
that right, because they don’t have 
enough money.”
B.C. Government and Service Em-
ployees’ Union member Glenda Mikir-
ka said after the speech she was im-
pressed with the lack of mud slinging 
by Dix.
“You win by what you do, not by 
what you say,” she said.
Mikirka said that she is excited by 
what is in store for B.C. workers.
“It’s good to see that the people 
might have a voice again,” she said. 
After the convention, union dele-
gates joined striking union workers 
from across B.C.’s public sector for a 
rally at the Vancouver Art Gallery. The 
crowd chanted “So-so-so- solidarity” as 
they marched up Burrard Street.
At the rally, labour leaders spoke to 
the crowd of hundreds, among them 
BCGEU president Darryl Walker.
Walker spoke about his dissatisfac-
tion with the current leadership in the 
B.C. government, saying “They know 
we’re coming after them.”
After the rally, Hospital Employees’ 
Union, member Jim (Crusty) Kelly said 
he thought the rally was a success, and 
he expects changes to come in the 
province.
“It’s about time we get a right to col-
lective bargaining,” said Kelly. “Let’s 
put the people in this province back to 
work.”
B.C. needs more training: Dix
Quality of life being undermined by costly post-secondary education
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Dara Parker says peoples’ binary 
understanding of gender leads to 
discrimination.
MPs split over NDP’s transgender bill
Bill C-279 
would add 
protec-
tion to the 
Charter of 
Rights and 
Freedoms 
for people 
who identi-
fy as trans-
gendered
“88 per 
cent of the 
jobs in the 
future re-
quire post-
secondary 
education
ADRIAN DIX
Leader of the 
B.C. NDP
By SIMONE PFEIFFER
The financial aid department hopes to give out approximately 30 ham-pers to help families in need this 
Christmas. 
Jan Smith, associate registrar, re-
cords and registration, who is organiz-
ing the program this year, said what 
they require for donations varies. 
“It really depends on the families’ 
needs. We provide the department 
with a wish list from the family. Food 
ideas and gift cards for groceries are 
encouraged,” she wrote in an email. 
Smith said Langara has been run-
ning the program for years and be-
lieves it has grown. 
“Departments love getting involved 
and helping the Langara community,” 
she said. 
The hampers are given to single par-
ents who are identified from a list of 
potential recipients from the bursary 
applications. 
Josephine Lee, a third-year nursing 
student, said she hadn’t heard of the 
program before but that she supports it 
because it helps people who are having 
a tough time financially.
Debra Scott, an instructor in the 
English department, has participated 
in the program for the last few years.
She said some volunteers collect 
funds from all members in the depart-
ment and then go shopping for items to 
include in the hampers. 
According to Scott, the 45-member 
department usually raises hundreds of 
dollars each year – enough for one or 
two hampers. 
“We usually hold a wrap fest,” she 
added, where everyone from the de-
partment gets together to fill the ham-
pers. 
When asked whether she’s seeing 
more students in difficulty this year 
over last, she said it was difficult to say. 
“It depends on what you define as 
needy. There are different kinds of 
needs students face,” she said. 
“I do know I have several single-par-
ent families,” she said, but added that 
they don’t discuss their financial situa-
tion. 
Students interesting in making do-
nations can contact the Finacial Aid 
Department in the “A” building
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Students please themselves 
By KATJA DE BOCK
T
his is a very touchy subject, but 
some Langara students, even 
those in a relationship, mastur-
bate at least twice a week. 
That’s one of the surprising results 
of a survey conducted by statistics stu-
dents last week. The survey dealt with 
the masturbation habits of Langara 
students in a relationship compared to 
those who are single. 
“I was most surprised that so many 
women responded,” said Tanille Geib, 
one of four students in the 1123 begin-
ners statistics course who conducted 
the survey.
Geib distributed candy in order to 
convince students to answer the ques-
tionnaire. A total of 80 people, 44 fe-
male and 36 male, filled in the anony-
mous survey. 
Geib, who admits she has a domi-
nant personality, came up with the idea 
of masturbation. 
The upcoming creative writing grad 
will use some of the data in an article 
for the erotic online magazine Corset. 
Geib also has an erotic cook book com-
ing up soon.
Shila Faqirzada, one of the other stu-
dents on Geib’s team, was surprised to 
see that 15.25 per cent of students in a 
relationship masturbate at least twice 
a week. 
However, it was less surprising that 
singles have a higher frequency of mas-
turbation. 
“It was actually interesting that stu-
dents were willing to participate and 
answer,” said Faqirzada. 
The survey contained 11 questions 
including “Do you masturbate?”, “Do 
you use any sex toys?” and “Have you 
ever mutually masturbated with a part-
ner?”
More than 70 per cent of surveyed 
people said they masturbate, while 22.5 
per cent declined and five per cent did 
not answer the question. 
Less than one quarter of students in 
a relationship mutually masturbate, 
compared to 17.50 per cent of singles. 
The stats also suggested that people 
who answered yes to mutual masturba-
tion were more likely to own sex toys. 
If she were to do the project again, 
said Geib, she would have been more 
precise, offering more variables in gen-
der, sexual orientation and relation-
ship status. For example, when asked 
about gender, Langara students could 
only answer male or female, whereas 
transgendered, intersexual and two-
spirit should have been offered, too, 
said Geib. 
Curious researchers explore the intimate side of Langara College
1	 Do you 
 masturbate?
2	 Do you use se
 toys?
3	 Have you mutually 
masturbated with a 
partner?
SURVEY
Questions
Season of giving arrives at the college 
Gut-feeling 
investment 
not advised
Canadians rely too often 
on their emotions rather 
than economic advice, 
says new BMO survey
By MIChAEl lETENDRE
Emotion and impulse determine how the majority of Canadians make their investment decisions, accord-
ing to a survey by the Bank of Montre-
al.
The BMO Psychology of Investing 
Report found that 40 percent of Canadi-
ans say emotions play a factor when 
making investing decisions, and that 
two-thirds of people cannot control 
their emotions when investing. 
Langara economics department 
chair Scott McLean said emotions are 
hard to master when making an invest-
ment, like buying a house, because of 
the consequences involved.
“If you make a mistake on picking 
the type of gum you buy, who cares? 
It’s probably not going to matter. But 
with financial decisions, these are ones 
that have the potential to make a big 
impact on your life,” he said. 
McLean said people will rely on 
their gut instincts to make decisions 
rather than on statistics, and that gets 
people into trouble.
“People are going to make the wrong 
choices more often than not,” he said. 
“There’s lots of ways we can make deci-
sions in a biased manner, and that can 
run us into a lot of problems”
McLean’s advice for people looking 
to make investments is to seek out 
someone with financial expertise for 
advice, but to be careful that you 
choose.
“Make sure the person giving us our 
advice is not relying on their gut in-
stinct either, which can happen,” he 
said.
McLean also has advice for people 
about to make a major purchase. 
 “If you can, walk away for some 
time, and have that time to consider so 
you’re not acting on impulse or emo-
tion.”
Business student Dan Kogan runs 
his own apparel and accessory busi-
ness, Gotwood Apparel, and he said 
that proper research is the key to mak-
ing good decisions.
“I think that people aren’t as knowl-
edgeable as they should be. If you’re 
ignorant when you’re investing, you’re 
going to lose your money.”
On letting emotions affect financial 
decsions, Kogan said, “Never cry for 
money, because money won’t cry for 
you.”
For more information on Gotwood 
Apparel, go to www.facebook.com/Got-
woodapparel.
Campus staff collect and 
distribute holiday 
generousity for the school’s 
less finacially well off
Investing based on emotional feel-
ings, rather than sound economic 
advice can lead to frustration. Ac-
cording to the Bank of Montreal, too 
many Canadians invest this way.
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Many volunteers spend hours sorting items and filling 
Christmas hampers for the less fortunate.
Snowy fun and games on the slopes 
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By JANA MINOR
G
et ready for an avalanche of ad-
venture coming to a silver screen 
near you.
The Banff Mountain Film Fes-
tival is stopping in Vancouver this week 
for a handful of showings at neighbour-
hood theatres. 
Often inspiring and adrenaline-
packed, these films depict mountain 
sports, mountain culture, climate 
change and outdoor exploration.
It’s enough to inspire even the 
staunchest couch potato to go play out-
side.  
This year’s standout film is Crossing 
the Ice, which tells the tale of two adven-
turers who become the first people to 
trek to the South Pole.
“There were really funny moments,” 
said Mark Unrau, Banff resident who 
went to the opening screening. 
“I laughed but there were difficult 
moments to watch, too. These guys car-
ried on even though they’re on the edge 
of death.” 
Crossing the Ice won three prizes at 
the festival including people’s choice 
award and the grand prize. 
“To win three awards, that’s just 
mind-blowing,” said Meaghan Stewart, 
coordinator of the festival’s world tour. 
“It starts out as this typical ego-driven 
adventure, where the characters set out 
to do this thing that many have tried, 
but few have succeeded,” said Stewart. 
“But in the end, you’re surprised by how 
the athletes relate to each other.”
This year’s festival also boasts a local 
connection. Strength in Numbers is an 
adrenaline-packed mountain biking 
film by the Squamish company, Anthill 
Films. 
It was filmed on location in Squamish 
and California, according to producer 
Ian Dunn. 
“We built a trail full of next-level 
jumps for Brandon Semenuk in the film, 
who is one of the best mountain bikers 
in the world,” he said. 
When finished filming, Dunn said his 
company worked with local trail build-
ers and the municipality in May 2012 to 
convert the set to the new Full Nelson 
public trail, used by locals today. 
Although mountain biking trails of-
ten cause controversy in communities, 
said Dunn, this was a rare example of 
cooperation between town planners and 
local mountain bike clubs.
For more information and to buy tick-
ets, visit acvancouver.ca
By BRONWYN SCOTT
While most of us are busy string-ing up colourful lights and propping up our Christmas 
trees, others have visions of sufganiot 
and latkes dancing in their heads. 
That is, doughnuts and potato pan-
cakes, deep-fried and delicious. 
They’re part of the Chanukah tradi-
tion and are just some of the treats that 
will be served at this year’s 20th-annual 
Vancouver celebration that takes place 
on Dec. 8th, the first day of Chanukah, 
outside the Vancouver Art Gallery. 
At 3:00 p.m. on each of the eight-day 
celebration one candle of a giant, 
30-plus-foot menorah will be lit as part 
of the religious tradition that goes back 
2,600 years, according to Rabbi Wine-
berg, who takes part in the annual 
event. 
Chanukah started with a “miracle,” 
said Malka Tchetyshov, an office assis-
tant at the Vancouver Lubavitch Cen-
tre. There wasn’t enough oil to light the 
menorah but a small amount was 
found, which should have been only 
enough to light it for one day. But the 
menorah stayed lit for eight days, she 
explained. 
It takes two months of planning ev-
ery year to get the public event under-
way but even just erecting the monu-
ment is an onerous affair.
“It’s very hard to do” and requires 
cranes and trucks, said Tchetyshov.
The menorah is the second largest in 
the Americas and was designed by Is-
raeli artist Yaacov Agam. 
This year’s theme for the Vancouver 
event is “Paying the Light Forward,” 
which means spreading the message of 
“the triumph of good over bad and light 
over darkness,” said Wineberg.
It’s open to all members of the com-
munity. 
“It’s a benefit for the world, it’s to 
make the world know that there’s a 
light at the end of the tunnel,” said Ar-
nold Silber. 
An after-party takes the celebration 
indoors at 5750 Oak Street where there 
will be live music, raffle draws and 
prizes as well as a dreidel contest, 
which is a traditional children’s game. 
A Chanukah car parade featuring 
menorahs alight on top of cars will take 
place Dec. 9 throughout Vancouver and 
finish at the Vancouver Art Gallery.
By GIllIAN HAMeS
Christmas is already in full swing up at Grouse Mountain. The Peak of Christmas celebration runs from 
Nov. 24 to Dec. 24 and boasts numerous 
events and activities that guarantee fun 
for everyone.
“It’s an annual event,” said Sarah 
Lusk, public relations manager. “It’s su-
per popular with families.”
The festival features two real rein-
deer who “fly in from the North Pole,” 
according to Lusk. Visitors can meet 
Dancer and Vixen in their wildlife habi-
tat within Santa’s village. 
Families will also be entertained by 
the dramatic sketch Holly the Jolly 
Reindeer. In the play, Holly is “trying to 
see if she’s got what it takes to be one of 
Santa’s reindeer,” said Lusk. 
Of course, Santa will be a big part of 
the celebration. Children can have their 
photos taken by the fire with St. Nick 
and share their Christmas wishes.
For the perfect romantic date, the cel-
ebration includes mountaintop sleigh 
rides, weather permitting. “We need a 
little more snow at the moment,” said 
Lusk, but added she expects it to get un-
derway by next week. 
The Peak of C hristmas has charity as 
well. This year, the festival hosts Gin-
gerbread Village, where attendees can 
vote on their favourite gingerbread 
house, with prizes given to the archi-
tects. All proceeds go to the SOS Chil-
dren’s Village, a charity providing long-
term care to children in need throughout 
the world.
“For almost a decade, SOS Children’s 
Village have been an integral part of the 
Peak of Christmas”, said Michael Cam-
eron, Grouse Mountain’s general man-
ager, in a press release. 
Grouse has an 8,000 square foot out-
door skating rink and proceeds from 
skate rentals will go to the foundation.
Magnussen is teaching skating les-
sons during the festival and is featured 
in an ice show on Dec. 15, along with top 
national and international skaters. 
All Peak of Christmas activities are 
included with season passes and Sky-
ride admission ticket. 
Additionally, a special family rate is 
available for $79.95. 
International film festival 
making stops throughout city
Banff Mountain Film Festival features documentaries and art
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Crossing the Ice is the latest documentary sensation currently making the rounds in the film festival, having netted three awards so far.
Celebrate 
Chanukah in 
Vancouver
20th annual festival to 
take place in the Art 
Gallery on the first day of 
the holiday - Dec. 8
HANDOUT photo
Rabbi Wineberg participates in the 
festivities every year.
THURSDAY
Rio Theatre - Nov. 29
Tickets - $18
Doors open at 18:30
FRIDAY
Centennial Theatre - 
Nov. 30
Tickets - $18
Doors open at 18:30
SATURDAY & 
SUNDAY
Vogue Theatre - Dec. 1-2
Tickets - $22
Doors open at 18:30
DATE
and price
Grouse Mountain is hold-
ing its annual Christmas 
celebration for the whole 
family to enjoy
HANDOUT photo
Mountaintop sleigh rides are some of the activities 
available to participate in at Grouse Mountain
By Judy Chern
V
ancouver men could take a cue 
on how to dress for winter from 
local fashion blogger M’c ken-
neth Licon. 
The local fashion blogger finds the 
way that men are attired in this city 
pales in comparison to cities in coun-
tries such as Korea and Japan. 
“Sometimes when I’m on the street 
[I look at someone] and think ‘that’s re-
ally bad,’” said Licon. He tries to find 
ways to improve the outfit in his mind, 
turning it into a source of inspiration.  
One thing that he would like to see 
more of is patterned shirts on men. 
“Men tend to stay away from them,” he 
said. They’re easy to mix into a ward-
robe full of plain colours.
Shirts can be layered underneath a 
vest or sweater. A blazer can be worn 
over top, finished off by outerwear 
such as parkas or windbreakers. 
A good peacoat or wool coat are 
must-haves for the winter season. 
Sweatshirts don’t do much in terms 
of warmth, and the fabric and texture 
doesn’t mesh well with other winter 
clothing, Licon says.  
He believes that men overlook the 
importance of accessories.
“Three guys can wear the same 
black jeans and white shirt, but you 
can have different coloured ties and 
socks,” he said. “[I like to make the tie] 
the gayest most colourful tie you can 
think of.”
It’s also crucial to know which co-
lours go together.  “Have a neutral co-
lour sandwiched in between,” said Li-
con. 
Licon says ankle-length chukka 
boots are a classic, fashionable staple. 
He warns men to not wear suede in the 
winter as the material gets ruined eas-
ily by the rain. 
“There’s something about a man 
wearing suede when it might rain,” gri-
maced Licon. 
Featured in Vancouver Magazine’s 
list of top five fashion bloggers, Licon 
got his start on the international scene, 
before being recognized in his own city. 
He’s appeared in the Korean edition of 
Nylon magazine and various other 
publications overseas.
Licon said he developed his personal 
style, which he describes as “dandy 
with always an element of surprise in-
jected,” after graduating from high 
school. “In high school you can’t wear 
whatever you want because kids tease 
you.” 
Standing five feet, his short stature 
forces him to get creative with fashion. 
Licon says men should forgo the usu-
al suspects when shopping for clothing.
“Avoid chain stores like Moores,” he 
said, as they tend to carry out-of-date 
cuts and styles.
Zara offers quality basics for decent 
prices, according to Licon. Trendier 
items can be bought at H&M for cheap-
er. 
By Steven Chua
Ski and snowboarding season has finally come and many people want to hit the slopes but don’t 
have the dime to do so.
There are still places where winter 
sports enthusiasts could find their 
equipment on the cheap.
The first store, Sports Junkies, is a 
consignment and liquidated goods 
store.
That means the store sells used 
items for clients — who get a 60 per 
cent cut — as well as new and used 
items bought from warehouses and 
other retailers.
“[We’re] the Winners of sporting 
goods” says Peter Hoffman, the owner 
of Sports Junkies. “We buy samples 
and seconds and closeouts.”
So how low to prices go?
Ski and snowboard specialist Dani-
elle White was able to dig for the cheap-
est deals.
Consignment stores sell items at a 
price that drops by 10 per cent every 
two weeks.
“One of my favourite jobs is picking 
up stuff from underneath the racks,” 
said White explaining how customers 
often hide products in the store, hoping 
their prices will drop at a later date. 
“It’s funny when people go back to look 
for their item and it’s not there any-
more.”
White was able to unearth a trea-
sure trove of used gear.
She found $70 Rossignol skis, $30 
generic ski bindings and $30 Dolomite 
ski boots, 
ringing in at a 
total of $130.
Regarding 
snowboards, 
White was 
able to track 
down a $40 La-
mar snow-
board, $30 
Firefly bind-
ings and $30 
Burton boots, 
racking up a 
c o m b i n e d 
priced of $100.
There are 
also deals on 
new products. 
Arthur Sapou-
nas, the store 
manager of 
The Board-
room Clearance shop, showcased deals 
at his outlet.
The products have a reduced price 
because they are older 2009 to 2012 
models.
Sapounas showed off a $200 Rossi-
gnol snowboard, a pair of Vans boots at 
$100 and Nitro bindings at $100.
His store doesn’t sell ski hardware, 
but provides clothing and apparel.
The DAILY VoIce, ThursDAY, noVember 29, 2012 5eDITor JeremY sALLYlifestyles
Local fashionista
tells men how to 
give themselves
the gift of fashion
for the winter
JUDY CHERN 
photos
M’c kenneth 
Licon’s unique
style relies on 
classic, Eu-
ropean styles 
and is accented 
with tasteful 
articles and 
accessories 
How to buy boarding gear on a shoestring budget
Atheists find
something to
celebrate on
Christmas
By Jennifer thunCher
Most people celebrate the holi-days, but not all celebrate CHRISTmas? 
According to an Ipsos-Reid poll re-
leased in 2011, 30 per cent of Canadians 
don’t believe in God.  A 2001 census in-
dicated that 42 per cent of Vancouveri-
tes don’t have religious affiliation. Yet, 
Christmas is still predominantly a 
Christian holiday. 
Some atheists don’t like the imposi-
tion of a Christian holiday on their 
lives. 
“I will admit that to me Christmas is 
in part an inconvenience,” said Geoff 
Regier, 26, who works for the YMCA. 
He said he resents the pressure to buy 
gifts for family as a symbol of love. 
However, he doesn’t dislike every-
thing about the season. 
“I enjoy the Christmas lights and the 
music associated with Christmas,” said 
Regier.  He also pointed out that most 
of the typical Christmas traditions, 
such as tree trimming, are pagan in ori-
gin.
Atheist Scott Beck, 51, says he em-
joys many of the holiday traditions, like 
trimming a tree, albeit without a star. 
“I am unaware of how Xmas trees or 
dinner are related to Christ,” said Beck.
Spokesman for the Langara Chris-
tian club, Justin Lai, isn’t bothered by 
atheists celebrating the holiday, but 
thinks believers should work to moti-
vate people to celebrate the “true” 
meaning of Christmas. 
“Christians should definitely en-
courage people to know the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The way that Christians can 
bring people into faith is to live out a 
life worthy of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and to express the truth of His message 
in love,” said Lai. 
Non-religious still enjoy 
the holidays with their
family and friends while 
adding their own twists
Heat up the holiday with style
Local deals for used gear
can save snowboarders
a bundle, leaving more 
cash for hitting the slopes
STEVEN CHUA photo
Arthur Sapounas says these boots would range from $100 - $300 at his store
Danielle 
White’s hands 
are full of 
gear that cost 
hundreds when 
brand new
STEVEN CHUA
photo
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We want to hear from you
Did we get a fact wrong?
Tell us.
Got a different point of view?
Write to us.
Problems with something we’ve said?
Let us know.
Journalism instructor 
Nicholas Read oversees 
The Voice. Email him at 
nread@langara.bc.ca
The Voice is 
published by Langara 
College’s journalism 
department.
Editorial opinions are 
those of the staff and 
are independent of 
views of the student 
government and 
administration.
We welcome letters 
to the editor. All 
letters must be 
signed. They may 
be edited for brevity. 
Names may be 
withheld in special 
cases, but your letter 
must include your 
name and phone 
number.
HOW TO REACH US
PHONE
604-323-5396
FAX
604-323-5398
E-MAIL
thevoice@langara.bc.ca
DROP-IN
Room A226
Langara College 
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Peace officers are more efficient
Free jackets 
not helping 
homeless
OPINION
JuLEs kNOx
OPINION
LEy DOcTOR
OPINION
kaTJa DE bOck
A
ccording to an article in The 
Voice from Nov. 28, the 
Canadian government’s move 
to crackdown on online 
piracy is receiving mixed reactions 
from Langara students.
Most students viewed the track-
ing of their IP addresses as an 
invasion of privacy.
Others, like opinion writer Ryan 
Banagan, remarked correctly that 
wireless Internet connections are 
not always safe against intruders. 
This means linking the IP address 
to fines of up to $5,000 is not satisfac-
tory. I agree with all of that.
I completely disagree with 
Banagan’s other argument that $15 
for a movie ticket is overpriced. 
Overpriced is a word that might 
apply to other entertainment 
providers like concerts (Lady Gaga’s 
Jan.11 concert ranges from $50-$195 
per seat), sports events (Canucks 
tickets used to start at $80) or the 
current Cirque du Soleil show, 
Amaluna ($44-
$130.50 for a 
student admis-
sion). 
Considering 
how many people 
are involved in 
the production of 
a single movie, 
and considering 
that many of 
them do not 
receive a decent 
salary for their work, I believe that 
$15 for a two-hour visual adventure 
is not too much to ask for. 
However, film distributors and 
independent filmmakers should find 
creative ways of making their work 
available to a worldwide audience 
for a modest price.
iTunes, which currently charges 
$1.29 for most downloaded songs, 
may be a good example.
Netflix and other providers offer 
an affordable way of watching 
movies and TVseries.
Surrey filmmaker Manjit Bains 
suggests models such as makelo-
venotporn.tv, where every video, 
regardless of length, is only $5 to 
rent, after which it is yours for three 
weeks to watch as many times as 
your heart (and body) desires,“as 
the website states.
Abbotsford director of photogra-
phy Ryan Skeete is impressed how 
controversial filmmaker Larry Clark 
(Kids, Ken Park) bypasses Holly-
wood by distributing his latest film 
Marfa Girl on his website for $5.99 
per 24 hours. 
B.C.’s own Knowledge Network 
offers a free 30-day online catch-up 
for most of the documentaries in its 
program.
The bottom line is, filmmakers 
want their work to be seen and 
discussed by a worldwide audience.
 But most of them, especially the 
independent crowd, need to find a 
way to get their piece of the pie.
The Vancouver Police Depart-ment has been faced with budget cuts, and it came up 
with a solution. 
So why is it facing flack about 
vacant police positions?
The police force is proposing a 
three-year, $6.5 million pilot pro-
gram that would introduce peace 
officers as a new tier within the 
police force. 
These officers would essentially 
be an extension of the existing jail 
and traffic authorities. 
The union spokesman, Tom 
Stamatakis, has said he is more 
concerned about filling 57 vacant 
police positions than starting talks 
about a new lower level of peace 
officer. 
According to Chief Const. Jim 
Chu, the police department prom-
ised city council that it would keep 
the positions 
vacant because of 
budgetary 
constraints. 
Let’s look at the 
reality. We don’t 
have money to 
protect union jobs 
for officers that 
haven’t been 
hired yet. 
We can give 
somebody a job at 
a pay-level they are suited for by 
creating this new tier of peace 
officers. 
Thirty full-time equivalent jobs 
would be created this way. 
Police officers’ time and taxpay-
er’s money is being wasted when 
full-fledged officers respond to 
low-priority calls for lost wallets or 
get stuck directing traffic after an 
accident. 
Bringing in these lower-level 
officers will free up some time for 
those that don’t need to be buried in 
paperwork or stuck with mundane 
tasks. 
It will make our police force more 
efficient. 
Right now, if somebody breaks 
into your home and leaves before 
you get there, you can expect a 
six-hour wait. 
With peace officers on the ground, 
call response times will be faster. 
The VPD also expects to increase 
revenues by $600,000 as more 
officers would be available to write 
tickets. 
In an era of fiscal constraints, the 
VPD came up with an innovative 
solution to meet the public’s safety 
needs. 
Let’s not stand in its way.  
I didn’t know what a homeless person was until I moved to Vancouver, since sleeping out-
doors is illegal in Orange County. I 
assumed that was a job, people got 
up every day to go sit on the corner 
and ask for spare change. 
Now I know 
better, but I feel 
like some people 
are still missing 
the point of trying 
to help the 
homeless.
I’m always 
uncomfortable 
when corpora-
tions offer to help 
the needy – I feel 
like there’s always 
a catch of some sort. 
Maybe I’m just a cynic but I can’t 
fathom the idea of a company 
actually helping out. 
Arc’teryx is offering waterproof 
ponchos with help from the VPD to 
deliver them to Vancouver’s home-
less population. 
They take their unusable scraps 
and make capes out of them to be 
distributed from VPD patrol cars. 
My question is, how will raincoats 
help these people sleep at night, in 
doorways, on benches or somewhere 
worse?  
While I commend Arc’teryx for 
giving back and not throwing away 
their fabric scraps, I have to ask if 
that’s really the best investment of 
VPD time. 
Giving away raincoats, which 
appear to be simple waterproof 
outer shells with no real warmth or 
lining, instead of actually helping 
these people find places out of the 
rain to sleep seems counterintuitive. 
We’re supporting the idea that 
these people will be on the streets 
and we’re trying to make it a little 
less awful.
My old high school had a program 
called Knit Fit where kids would 
knit scarves and toques for home-
less people to help them out as well.  
My biggest problem is that they 
have cops handing out these jackets 
and not volunteers or previous 
recipients. Instead police are 
spending their time handing out 
coats instead of catching crooks. 
There are predictions of snow on 
the ground as early as Dec. 11.
 I’m pretty sure ponchos won’t 
make much of a dent in the unbear-
able freezing that winter nights 
bring. 
Thanks for trying Arc’teryx but 
nothing is really going to help 
homeless people except helping 
them find stable jobs and housing 
they can afford. 
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Pedestrian deaths rise to 10 
Massey Tunnel expansion consultation underway
Residents 
in rage over 
Cottonwood 
A woman hit Tuesday night brings death toll into double digits
A ten-year project to give 
the George Massey Tunnel 
a major facelift have start-
ed. City leaders in Delta 
and Richmond believe the 
overhaul will relieve major 
traffic congestion and ul-
timately make commuting 
easier for travellers
A beloved community 
garden on the Downtown 
Eastside, one of the first 
community gardens in the 
area, could be wiped out if 
an expansion for the road 
in that area goes through
KEVIN HAMPSON photo
Pedestrians cross the street at Langara, which may be riskier than it seems. A woman who died after being hit 
by a car Tuesday night brought pedestrian fatalities up to 10 for the year. The number is one up from last year. 
          CANADA.COM photo 
Congested traffic through the Massey Tunnel is a com-
mon problem that will hopefully be solved by an expan-
sion that has started as of yesterday. 
By Ryan Banagan
A proposed road expansion that could possibly destroy a majority of the Downtown Eastside’s Cot-
tonwood Community Garden has some 
of the area’s residents outraged.
About a dozen employees from Cot-
tonwood, as well as other gardeners 
throughout the city, attended City 
Council this morning to address the is-
sue of long-term security for commu-
nity gardens. 
City Council has directed the stand-
ing committee on planning, transporta-
tion and environment to study the mo-
tion.
“Though Vancouver’s future has 
been looking a lot greener lately, I was 
dismayed to learn that a city-proposed 
road expansion is threatening to wipe 
out Cottonwood,” said the founder of 
the Cottonwood Community Garden, 
Oliver Kellhammer.
“This garden is one of Vancouver’s 
best examples of what community gar-
dening really is.”
Kellhammer and his colleagues 
stressed to council members how im-
portant the garden is to the communi-
ty. 
“These are the original gardens of 
the community,” said Len Kidd, a gar-
dener at Cottonwood.
“There is such history at these gar-
dens. For the city to even consider pav-
ing over parts of them is very upset-
ting,” Kidd noted.
The street expansion would take 
place on either Prior or Malkin, paving 
over significant portions of Cotton-
wood, as well as Strathcona communi-
ty garden.
Not only are these two sites consid-
ered to be the oldest and largest com-
munity gardens in town, but they also 
provide food and green space for many 
Downtown Eastside residents.
“Community gardening is a vital 
way for some low-income families to 
put food on the table,” said gardener 
Rachel Jackson.
By KEVIn HaMPSOn
A 
19-year-old woman killed Tues-
day night while crossing a 
street in East Vancouver was 
the 10th pedestrian killed in the 
city this year, said Vancouver Police 
Department spokesman Brian Mon-
tague.
That is one more death than last 
year. 
Two pedestrians were hit by a Ford 
Explorer travelling east through the 
Kingsway and Joyce intersection after 
11 p.m., police said. 
The second pedestrian, a 21-year-old 
man was seriously injured.
Montague said  the number of pedes-
trians killed each year in Vancouver 
fluctuates from year to year. The num-
ber for 2012 is up from the last two 
years when six and nine people were 
killed, respectively. 
But it is down from 20 deaths in 2005.
“Why it’s up one year and down an-
other I could only speculate,” said 
Montague.
According the VPD’s pedestrian 
safety website, Pedwatch, the average 
age of pedestrians killed between 2005 
and 2010 was 20 to 29 years old. 
However, seven of the 10 people 
killed this year were above the age of 
50 and five of them were elderly.
The woman killed two nights ago 
was the only person under the age of 
40. The website also reported that 56 
per cent of the 81 pedestrian fatalities 
from 2005 to 2011 were due to pedestri-
ans’ lack of caution.
Among the risky activities cited on 
the website were crossing the intersec-
tion against the signal, not using cross-
walks, and using an electronic device 
while walking. 
 Langara student Jerome Dregas 
says he doesn’t jaywalk, but a lot of his 
friends do.
“Why risk it, you know? I don’t trust 
drivers. You never know. They could be 
distracted with their phones or what 
not, so I will use a cross walk just to 
add that safety for myself,” Dregas 
said.
Dregas added that he uses his phone 
while walking down the street but 
stops when using a crosswalk.
By RICHaRD HODgES
Consultation on a decade long proj-ect to replace the George Massey Tunnel began yesterday as the 
provincial government explores op-
tions from refurbishing all the way to a 
new bridge. 
The Highway 99 crossing between 
Delta and Richmond is the third most-
trafficked route in the Lower Mainland 
and Delta Mayor Lois Jackson says the 
tunnel, running at full capacity, is long 
overdue for a re-haul. 
“Anyone who believes otherwise 
simply doesn’t use it,” Jackson said. 
“The counterflow was our last option 
but peak demand is just causing mas-
sive jams for the single lane. 
Jackson says 80,000 commuters use 
the tunnel every day, including large 
pockets of ferry traffic from the Tsaw-
wassen terminal. 
Christy Clark announced in Septem-
ber plans to upgrade the 53-year-old 
tunnel that the provincial government 
believes only has 10 to 15 years of life 
left. 
“I don’t know what the expansion 
will look like. I’ll leave that to the engi-
neers. But I imagine the tunnel being 
under sea level will complicate expand-
ing it,” said Jackson, adding that the 
consultation process will include an 
online survey, which Jackson praises 
for it’s ease of use. 
“I’m thankful for the speed and ef-
forts of Christy Clark and her govern-
ment to tackle this problem. This isn’t 
just about Delta, this about the entire 
Lower Mainland.”
Ted Townsend, communications 
manager for the City of Richmond,  be-
lieves the project is important to re-
duce congestion in his city.
“In particular in Richmond, the 
movement of both people and good is 
critical,” Townsend said. “We have the 
airport here, we have the major port 
facilities here. The massey tunnel is a 
choke point right now and it’s only go-
ing to get worse so we are glad that the 
province is moving forward with start-
ing to address that issue.”
Lisanne Bowness, spokeswoman for 
the Ministry of Transportation, said 
that there will be two phases of consul-
tation. 
The first, running from Nov. 28 to 
Dec. 19, will help prioritize the goals of 
the project. The second, which will take 
place in January and February of 2013, 
will focus on what replacement options 
will best fit these needs. 
Public consultations will be held on 
Delta on Dec. 1, Richmond on Dec. 4 
and 11 and in Surrey on Dec. 6 and 10. 
“Why risk 
it, you 
know? I 
just don’t 
trust driv-
ers. You 
never 
know. 
LangaRa 
STUDEnT 
JEROME 
DREgaS
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Student has fists 
aimed at Olympics
Evelyn Calado wants to represent Canada, but has few opponents
By Tanya Hill
A
s soon as Evelyn ‘Lil Evil’ Cala-
do  stepped into the boxing ring, 
she was hooked. 
“When I first got in there, I 
thought I’m never going to stop doing 
this again, I love it that much, it was 
kind of instant,” said the 22-year-old 
human kinetics student.
Currently Calado is  focused on get-
ting the fights she needs to make the 
provincials and is training to make the 
women’s Canadian boxing team.
“[In five years] I want to be on that 
international stage. I am too late for the 
2016 Olympics,” said Calado.  “The 
Olympics would be the next step, may-
be in 2020.” 
Her family and friends didn’t have 
quite the same reaction to the sport. 
“They still have a hard time believ-
ing that this is what I love doing,” she 
said.
Calado believes that the negative 
portrayal of boxing in the media is part 
of the problem. 
 “It’s a lack of knowledge about the 
sport,” she said.  
“It’s much more skill based, than a 
violent sport as deemed by society,” 
she said. 
Calado started boxing three years 
ago at Astoria Boxing Club soon to be 
Eastside Boxing lo-
cated on Commer-
cial and Hastings 
Street. 
Calado is cur-
rently training 
with David Schuck 
who started box-
ing competitively 
in 1986 and has 
been coaching am-
ateur and profes-
sional boxers for 
over ten years. 
“He works locally, I found him and it 
was awesome,” Calado said.
‘Lil Evil’ sees a bright future for her-
self in the sport of boxing. 
“I know the girl I need to beat, I have 
fought her in an exhibition fight,” Ca-
lado said.
 Calado needs to defeat Rosalia Cal-
la, the current women’s B.C. Amateur 
Boxing Champion, to make it on the 
B.C. provincial team. 
Calado will be contending with Calla 
next fall. 
So far she has only had three fights 
but Vancouver has a small pool of wom-
en boxers especially in Calado’s weight 
category. 
“Most females are in the 125 pound 
class, I fight at 106 pounds, it’s not easy 
to find competition,” said Calado. 
“In B.C. on the west coast there is not 
much competition. 
“A majority of my fights will be in the 
interior and down in the states,” she 
said.
Calado is charging straight ahead to-
wards the national championships.
Once she climbs that hurdle, the 
world of boxing  will open up many 
doors. 
“Once you reach nationals they run 
training camps and  I’m opened up to 
international competition,” she said.  
“When you get to that national level, 
it opens up a lot of doors to sponsorship 
and fights.” 
Mike BaBiarz photo
Evelyn ‘Lil Evil’ Calado holds up her dukes during boxing practice.  She is currently focused on making it on the B.C. provinicial boxing 
team with hopes of making it to the 2020 Olympic Games.
Lockout has NHL bloggers put-out
By Sam ReynoldS 
With talks between the NHL and the player’s union at an im-passe, much has been said 
about the impact of the lockout on play-
ers — but what about the hockey bloge-
rati?
According to web traffic measure-
ment service Quantcast, traffic to 
Hockey Buzz, one of the larger U.S net-
works of hockey blogs, has declined by 
21 per cent between September and No-
vember of this year — the first three 
months of the regular season   com-
pared to the same period last year. 
Three prominent hockey bloggers 
that spoke with The Voice all said that 
things are looking grim.
Kent Wilson, CEO of the Nation Net-
work, a Canadian network of Hockey 
Blogs, said that the lockout has pre-
sented him a “couple of challenges” as 
a CEO. 
“Sponsorship is an issue,” he said. 
“We had five major sponsors walk 
away at the start of the season.
“As we do operate a business and it’s 
tough [when this happens],” said Wil-
son. 
Canucks Army, Wilson’s Nation Net-
work blog that covers the Vancouver 
Canucks, has has had an “August 
month” — which is historically the 
slowest month of the year for traffic — 
since the lockout began. 
Wilson also mentioned that generat-
ing content during the lockout has 
been a challenge, as reader interest 
has waned in labour update stories. 
Within Wilson’s network, NHL Num-
bers, a hockey stats aggregator, has 
seen the biggest drop in traffic since no 
action on the ice means no stats to 
crunch. 
Kevin Vanstone, a Victoria-based 
blogger who publishes the Flying V, 
has also been challenged by the lock-
out-imposed traffic cliff.
“All the weekly things that drive the 
news cycle, like injuries or trades, have 
stopped,” Vanstone said. 
Vanstone said that traffic to his blog 
is now “non existent.”
Lyle Richardson, the blogger in 
charge of Spector’s Hockey, says the 
lockout presents him with plenty to 
write about on the business of hockey 
— but he says fans prefer coverage of 
the business on the rink rather than 
the business in the boardroom. 
“The ongoing lockout saga makes it 
easy to find plenty to write about on 
the business of hockey, but of course, 
that’s not what really interests most 
hockey fans,” Richardson said. “I’ve 
tried to make things interesting by 
keeping track of locked-out NHL stars 
in Europe, but most North American 
hockey fans would prefer to see those 
stars playing on their respective NHL 
teams.”
“They just want this lockout over,” 
he said. 
The female Falcons will 
play the undefeated Cap-
ilano Blues this Friday in 
final stretch before break
Women’s
b-ball team
faces tough
challenges
With contract negotiations 
still up in the air, blog-
gers are struggling to keep 
their readers interested
Hockey Buzz
www.hockeybuzz.com
canuckS aRmy
www.canucksarmy.com 
nHl numBeRS 
www.nhlnumbers.com
Flying V
www.theflyingv.com
SpecToR’S Hockey
www.spectorshockey.net
NHL
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By BRandon koSTinuk
Fundamentals, fundamentals, fun-
damentals. 
This is the key to righting the ship 
for the Langara women’s basketball 
team said head coach Mike Evans.
“We have a tough challenge coming 
up against Capilano,” said Evans. “My 
hope is that we show improvement and 
get the fundamentals right.”
The Capilano Blues are ranked 2nd 
in the country and are undefeated in 
the season at 6 – 0. Langara faces them 
Friday at 6 p.m.
While Langara has shown signs of 
promise, they have struggled to fill the 
gap left by last year’s Pacwest second-
team all-star, Carling Muir.
Muir, who stood 6-1, often drew dou-
ble or triple-teams by opposing defenc-
es. If she didn’t 
score, there were 
others open who 
could capitalize, 
said Evans.
“This year, we 
miss that go-to 
player that can 
takeover down the 
stretch,” he said, 
“and I’ve told my 
team that.”
The Falcons 
lack size. Two 
players stand tallest at 5-10 so the of-
fensive strategy is garnered towards 
small-ball where play is up-tempo and 
not dominated by the centre.
This is a different offensive system 
than previous years, said Evans, but 
while offensive shooting could im-
prove, the bigger issue is on the other 
end.
“We press pretty good, but struggle 
with help-defence,” said Evans.
When opponents draw the double-
team it leads to open player, explained 
Evans. Defenders need to rotate but 
this doesn’t always happen.
“The team practices defensive rota-
tions while doubling in the post . . . but 
in games we sometimes get away from 
playing our system,” said Evans.
“We just need to stay focused.”
The best game of the year was the 
season opener, he said. The players 
stuck to the game plan on both sides of 
the ball and secured a 60 - 46 win over 
Douglas College.
By leV JackSon
While the NHL lockout is here to stay, Canucks goalie Cory Schneider has decided to stay 
busy as he heads to play for HC Ambri 
Piotta of the Swiss Elite League.
Schneider, 26, does not qualify as an 
imported player as he is a dual U.S./
Swiss citizen.
He will join Canucks prospect Nicko-
las Jensen as the only two players cur-
rently playing overseas.
Some other players skating in the 
Swiss League include NHL stars Hen-
rik Zetterberg, John Tavares, Joe Thor-
ton, Dustin Brown, and Logan Couture.
Schneider signed a three-year con-
tract extension with the Canucks this 
summer.
Canucks goalie 
goes to Switzerland
MIKE EVANS
Women’s basket-
ball team coach
EVELYN CALADO
Langara student 
boxer
“The Olym-
pics would 
be the next 
step, may-
be in 2020.
eVelyn calado
